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TO. THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


World habing taken the ſame Liberty 

with your Character, as with that of their 

Writer, and, perhaps, with the ſame In- | 
juſtice. 

That Virtue which we fail to imitate, we are | 
often induſtrious to lefſen; and from the Sa- l 
tsfaCtion expreſſed by us in diſparaging the 
Worth of others, we might ſeem to think, 
that we thereby excuſed our own Defects. 

Noone can make any Progreſs in Virtue, who 
doth not, in the farſt Place, reſolve, that Ca- 
lmny ſhall not diſcourage him: All the great 
Examples which Hiſtory furniſhes had their 
Share of it. Whoever refrains from the Vi- 
ces and Follies of his Fellow-citizens, will be 
conſidered as reproaching them; and no Won- 5 
ler that they ſhould unite in cenſuring him, by 
"hom they appear to be thus in common con- 
lemned. 
our Capacity and Attainments will not ſuffer 
lou to be ignorant, how very wrong a Judg- 

ment 


[ Addreſs the following Letters to You, the 


5 
ment of Things the Generality, in moft Caſer, 
make: and your Raw# may well induce you to 
be unconcerned, when their Diſapprobation 
of your Conduct is one of the Caſes, which 
clearly prove it. --- But whom as a Philoſopher 
and P -- you might deſpiſe, you will, I am 
{ure, as a Chriſtian, commiſerate — You will 
conſider, if not what Obloquy you need not 
fear, yet wh»ſe Happineſs you might promote; 
if not by whom you are feebly injured, yet 
whom you might powerfully influence. ------ 
The great Recommendation of the Chriſtian 
Religion is, the Streſs which it lays on Benevo- 
lence --- the Care which it requires in its Pro- 
feſſors to advance the common Good: and as 
our Uſetulneſs depends upon our Reputation, as 
both our Counſel and Example have more or leſs 
Weight according to the greater or leſs Eſteem 
in which we are held, we cannot be as deſirous 
as we ought to be of promoting the Welfare 
of our Species, if we are regardleſs what is ſaid 
or thought of us. - 
Should the Accounts you have received of the 
Change made in the Manners of the lower 
People by Methodiſt-teachers, diſpoſe you to 
favourable Sentiments of them: yet within 
what Limits that Favour ſhould be confined, 
with what Caution it ſhould be expreſſed, de- in, 
ſerves a very ſerious Conſideration. dry 
They do Good but in what Way is %% « : 
Good done? I am ſure in ſuch a Way as tend wh 
to great Hurt, as is likely to introduce a tert ling 
ble Diſorder and Confuſion. --- What can be the ] 
Conſequence of ſo many Men, diſperſing them- 


ſelves throughout the Kingdom - Profeſſing 
5 i themſelve 
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themſelves moved by the Spirit af God to be 
public Teachers, and venting all the Extrava- 
ancies of their Fancies, as the Suggeſtions 
of that Spirit --- Treating with the utmoſt 
Contempt thoſe Books, which inculcate by the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments an unblameable, uſeful, 
Life - Inveighing againſt the cſtabliſhed Mi- 
niſtry, and thereby much obſtructing the Ad- 
vantage which their Hearers might receive from 
them. Laying ſuch a Streſs on the Form 
of Godlineſs, as ſadly weakens its Power --- 
--- Recommending a Truſt in Chriſt's Merit, 
that is too apt to produce Careleſſneſs in imi- 
tating his Example -— Much more vehemently 
preſſing ſpiritual Exerciſes than ſpiritual Graces 
---and Making it a Qualification for Happineſs 
in another Life, to be unmindful of the Duties 
ariſing from our Relations in the preſent. --- 
They do Good in bringing off their Follow- 
ers from Swearing and Drunkenneſs, in render- 
ing them ſtricter Obſervers. of the Lord's-day, 
in engaging them in frequent Prayer. But 
would you know how bad we may be with. all 
this Good done us? Aſk whether amongſt the 
moſt ſanctified People, a Jury can be found, 
whoſe Regard to their Oaths will incline them 
to convict a Smugler ? Deal with our SeCtaries 
n Eng/and, who pray as often, ſwear and get 
drunk as ſeldom, keep the Lord's-day as ſtrictly, 
s any of the moſt zealous Methodiſts, and fee 
whether they are fairer Traders than the World- 
lings of the national Church. 

Juſtice, Mercy, and Fidelity, which Chriſt 
himſelf calls the weightier Matters of the Law, | 
me not, I am perſuaded, more warmly preſſed 
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by Methodiſt-teachers, than by our Pariſh 
Prieſts, nor more carefully practiſed by the 
Followers of the one, than by the Hearers of the 
other. Nay, were a Methodiſt Woman of Qua- 
lity, not unknown to you, to be preſent, when 
FJuſtice was the Subject of the Preacher's Ser- 
mon, whoever fat near her would, if I am not 
miſinformed, be much diſturbed by her frequent 
clamouring, What is this to Chriſt? --------- 
But were the Good done by the Methodiſt- 
teachers much greater than it is, yet whilſt the 
Seriouſneſs they inculcate has ſo much Enthu- 
fiaſm for its Foundation, I cannot think that a 
Well-wiſher to the Cauſe of true Religion 
ſhould encourage them. ------ Inſpect their 
Writings --- What is there of Argument in 
them? What conclufive Reaſoning do they al- 


ford? What do they urge that can convert to a 
8 15 Practice, or confirm in it, any Man to 


whom you muſt ſhew the Concurrence of Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon ? The beſt you can hope from 
them is, that they ſhould, as they often do, 
work upon the Paſſions of the Ignorant ; little, 
Jam ſure, will they contribute to ſatisfy the 
Underſtanding of the Inquiſitive. 

If to give ſuch ſtrong religious Impreſſions, as 
will make Men very ſober, very devout, indiffe- 
rent to the Pomps and Vanities of the World, 
be a Proof of the Good thereby done, and 4 
Motive to follow thoſe who do it ; think of the 
Good done by Mahometan-teachers, and by 
Loyola, by George Fox, by L' Abbadie, &c. The 
graveſt Deportment, the ſtricteſt Sobriety, the 
Rrongef! Profeflions of Piety, the warmeſt De- 
votion, have been found amongſt thoſe, whoſe 


Folly 
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Folly and Fanaticiſm have been great Obſtruc- 
tions to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, and occa- 
foned a Religion the moſt worthy of God, to 
be thought highly diſhonouring him.------ You 
may certainly ſee among the Preſbyterians, In- 
dependents , and Quakers as much exterior 
Godlineſs as among the Methodiſts ; but if you 
compare their Veracity, their Probity, their 
Benevolence with thoſe of the Members ot the 
etabliſhed Church, the latter will not, in the 
aſt, ſuffer by the Compariſon.--------- Is there 
any Part of your Duty to God, your Neighbour, 
or yourſelf, which you will not hear properly 
enforced by your Pariſh Miniſter, or find / in 
the Books which you may take into your Hands 
whenever you pleaſe ? ------ The Time you do 
not ſpend in reading, or at your Pariſh Church, 
jou may paſs with your ſerious Acquaintance ; 
nd ] think you thus cannot fail to acquire and 
retain as ſtrong a Senſe of your Obligations, as 
It is poſſible for Methodiſt-teachers to give 
Jou. I have never heard the Sermons of 
any of them, but I have read thoſe of the ableſt 
among them; and am fatisfied that whoever is 
capable of Edification, whoever has the leaſt 
Notion of Argument, muſt perceive, how far 
hort they come of the Writings of Tillotſon, 
Warp, Clagget : how much weightier Proofs 
of the Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Faith, 
nd how much more forceable Arguments for a 
truly Chriſtian Practice, theſe latter furniſh, 
lian what you meet with in the former. 
| do not queſtion but that you think ſome of 
jour Acquaintance, who never attended the 
laſtructions of Mr. - or Mr. ==-==- to be 
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moſt excellent Perſons, and ſcrupulouſly careful 
to conform themſelves to the Will of God.---lj 
this is the Caſe, and theſe Perſons have no WM 1 
Means of ſpiritual Improvement, which you Wt ? 
would want when inſtructed in no other Way b 
than they are; ſhould not this be an Induce- t. 
ment to ſeck the Favour of God in the ſame WW a: 
Way with them, when by fo doing you for. n 
bear what will give Offence--- what may be Wl 
introductory of a Separation attended with the th 
moſt diſmal Effects - what will deſtroy an In- WF © 
fluence, which, if preſerved, would, probably, Wl * 
be of eminent Service to the Cauſe of Chril- 
tianity. 

That to frequent the Methodiſts Afſemblic: 
is Matter of Offence, there needs no other Proof, 
than the Declarations which ſo many ſerious 
Perſons every where make againſt them--- the 
Cenſure of them which they fo freely exprels. 

This Offence at them will appear taken on 
juſt Grounds, when it is conſidered how far 
they tend to create Schiſm, and again bring on 
the diſmal Scene exhibited in the middle of the 
laſt Century. The ſebiſinatic Leaders poi 
then the ſame Language, which the Method 
teachers now uſe — Reformation was through! 
wanted-- The Clergy were every where backward 
in endeavouring to procure it The Pariſh Pris 
either took no Care of the Souls committed t! 
their Charge, or took a vain one; they did nt 
teach at all, or they did not teach ſaving Truth 
The Dogs were dumb which were to guard ti! 
Sheep, and therefore it was highly fitting thi 
their Safety ſhould be provided for by ſuch obi 


as would bark,” If by particular Civilities 
ſhewn] 
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hewn to any Methodiit - teachers you are 
thought to favour their Proceedings, I beg that 
you would be pleaſed to reflect, how much your 
Power to ſerve the Intereſt of true Religion will 
he hereby weakened. The Experience which 
this Nation has had of the great Hurt that may 
aniſe from Itinerant Preachers--- from ſetting at 
nought the Eſtabliſhment of Inſtructors quali- 
hed to be ſuch by the previous due Inſtruction 
they have for many Years received --- from 
every one claiming a Licence to be a public 
Preacher, who thinks his A/urance to be the 
Gift, and his Nonſence the Dictates of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

The Tendency which the Methodiſts Practice 
has to revive all theſe mad and miſchievous Pro- 
ceedings, and the Countenance it has given to 
the revival of them in many Parts of the Fng- 
dom, create a very ſtrong Prejudice againſt their 
Advocates ; - ſhould you be conſidered as one 


Jof theſe, your Weight will be entirely loſt, 


Where you certainly would, otherwiſe, have very 
preat, and where you muſt wiſh to- have it, 
rom the extenſive Good it would produce------ . 
You lament --- The Laws ill executed --- A fad 
Remiſſneſs in Thoſe, who having a Recompence 
lor much Care and great Pains, certainly ought 
o take them --- The Soldiery increaſing Cor- 
ruption in every Part of the Kingdom, by being 
quartered in every Part of it--- Not a Village in 
which one or more are not licenſed to ſeek their 
dun Support, by tempting their Neighbours to 
Exceſs--- Oaths fo frequently, ſo careleſsly ad- 
miniſtred, and Perjury fo rarely, ſo mildly pu- 
ulhed, that we are become almoſt Strangers to 


the 


( 8.) 
the Reverence of an Oath, and the Fear of vio. 
lating it ; ---=-- In lamenting theſe Evils you 
are joined by every Well-Wiſher to his Coun— 
try, to his Species: and as a Remedy of ſome 
of them might, ſurely, be thought of, which 


could not thwart any Meaſures to which one | 
might ſuppoſe a Miniſter attached; there ſeems 

nothing requiſite to effect it, but the Zeal of ; ! 
Perſon diſtinguiſhed by his Rank, his Abilities Wi ; 
and his Prudence: Whatever Praiſe for the : 
laſt of theſe might be thought deſerved in al b 
other Reſpects, it would be overbalanced by 1 
the ſingle Objection of patroniſing that irregular 7 
Leal, which ſo lately threw us into almoſt a WM , 
State of Anarchy for near twenty Years.------ i 
Let this Charge upon you gain Credit, all your Wi 4 
Qualifications for obtaining a Redreſs, of what he 
fo very much needs it, will be ineffectual : This Wi 4, 
Fly in the Ointment will ſpoil its Fragrancy, . 
and in your public Character you will be of a8 1 
little Service to the Cauſe of Religion, as they I. 
who are moſt indifferent towards it. ------ Nor ch 
is it only in the higher Sphere of your amy, T, 
that your Influence will hereby be leſſened, but be 
even in your ordinary Intercourſe. Many Per- ot. 
ſons in upper Life, on whom your Counſel aui 1; 
Example might make the happieſt Impreſſions, WM pr 
will, if you are ſuppoſed partial to Methodiſm, 10 
be unaffected by them both.------ When you are fr 
conſidered as diſſatisfied with thoſe Helps to 4 1. 
truly Chriſtian Practice, which have formed to the 
it ſuch Numbers, and ſome of them of you J 
own Acquaintance ; the Worth beſt deſerving mit 
Imitation will then be overlooked, and the Vi pr 
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© 
tues which flow from the pureſt Mind, will be 
lighted, as having their Source in Fancy and 
Fanaticiſm. | | 
This is addreſſed th You by one fo far from 
being indifferent to a general Reformation, that 
he thinks nothing on Earth could give him a 
greater Pleaſure than to ſee it take Place, ex- 
cepthisbeing himſelfinſtrumental towards ĩt— 
But whilft he is fully perſuaded that wherever 
there are juſt Notions of Religion, there will 
be an Endeavour to promote its Influence ; he 
s at the ſame Time fully convinced, that the 
Zeal for promoting it ought to be regulated by 
an Humility, Charity, and Diſcretion, in which, 
it is too frequently deficient : He knows from 
the Hiſtory of this Nation, that there has not 
been, for ſome Centuries, leſs true Piety in it, 
than when there was moſt Preaching. --- That 
when we abounded in Teachers, had them in 
all Places, and of all Orders of Men, from the 
Lord Protector to the Cobler, we had little of 
the Knowledge of Chriſtianity, and leſs of its 
Temper. ----— He ſees the bad Effects of Ta- 
bernacle and Field Inſtructors, in the Numbers 
ofilliterate People, who now regard themſelves 
8 commiſſioned to be public Teachers, and to 
a that Goſpel which they can hardly read: 
e has had an Opportunity of obſerving how 
ar they, who treat good Morals as a /ow At- 
tamment, are from having made it, and that 
they who deal moſt in the Language of the 
vants, do by no Means pay the ſtricteſt Confor- 
mity to their Practice. It is his Concern 
or the Intereſt of Religion, which ſolely occa- 
ons his Application to You : He is certain 


© | that 
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that You have the Vill, and he believes You 
might have the Per to ſerve it eminently ; 
nor can he but think, that You would be much 
more capable of ſerving it by avording all Cor- 
reſpondence with the Methodift Teachers, than 
by having any. Were You to avoid it --- 
You would act the ſame Part with ſeveral of 
diſtinguiſhed Piety and Sanctity --- You would 
not be deprived of any Information, which 
could contribute to your Progreſs in Virtue--- 
You might in your own Reflections, in Books, 
or in your converſing with your more ſerious 
Acquaintance, find every Excitement to an holy 
and uſeful Life, which could be of Force to en- 
gage You in it You would give Offence to 
none You would afford no Ground of Cen- 
ſureVou would loſe no Opportunity of doing 
Good Your Conduct would not be thought 
leſs exemplary, nor your Advice, on any Occa- 
fon, be of leſs Weight You would not 
with leſs Authority interpoſe in the Behalf of 
Religion and Virtue, nor find that your En- 
deavours to ſerve them were, thereby, in any 
. Degree, obſtructed. | 

On the other Hand, if You were to attend 
the Methodiſts Meetings -- You would do a 
Thing offenſive, as has been already obſerved, 
to many the moſt ſerious Chriſtians, what they 
judge to be wrong, and, as being fo, decline 
it --- You would countenance a Practice which 
contributes to increaſe our unhappy Diviſions, 
which occaſions great Numbers to abſent them- 
ſelves from their Pariſh Churches, which en- 
courages deſigning Men to ſeek Followers by 
Pretences, that, in Truth, they ſolely ry 
ak J 
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by their own Impudence and their Hearers Fol- 
j and Credulity --- You would be unable to do 
that Service to Religion, which, in your Sta- 
tion, and with your Abilities, You certainly 
might do--- The Luſtre of your Virtue would be 
obſcured --- an Example which, otherwiſe, all 
would admire, many would think it even their 
Praiſe, that they do not imitate. - Accuſ- 
tomed to hear ſuperficial Reafoning, Scripture, 
and Rant intermixed, Morality depreciated, the 
Worth of inftrumental Duties magnified, our 
Confidence made the Teſt of our Safety, the In- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt not aſcertained by its 
Fruits, the Favour of God not annexed to a pure 
Heart and right Practice, but to I know not 
what enthuſiaſtic Aſſurance and fanatical Rap- 
ture: By being accuſtomed, I ſay, to hear theſe 
Things, a wrong Turn of Mind is contracted, 
which has often the unhappieſt Effe& upon our 
Manners, and reconciles us to Actions, which 
the bare Dictates of Reaſon teach us to abhor.--- 
Oliver Cromwell was, I believe, very fin- 
cere in his firſt Profeſſions of Religion, but 
when he had learned to have a low Eſteem of 
Firtue, and to ſeparate it from Grace---when 
be had learned the wide Difference between the 
Reprobate and the Elec that what would be 
highly criminal in the Oxe, would not be at all 
bin the Other; he calmly went all thoſe Lengths 
of Guilt to which he could be tempted by an 
unbounded Ambition. The Duty of a 
Chriſtian is by Chri/t himſelf expreſſed in a ſbart 
dentence, and that the very plaineſt: Love God 
with all your Heart, Soul, and Strength, and 
your Neighbour gs 141 on theſe two Com- 
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mandments hang all the Law and the Prophets, NI 

As to the latter of theſe Commandments, to 
no Miſtake can well be incurred, and none 
would be as to the former, by any who attend th 


to Chriſt's own Comment upon it.---* He that fre 
„ hith my Commandments and keepeth them, pu 
“he it is that loveth me.“ Fo. xiv. 21. 

What is it on either of theſe Points, which 
is to be learned at a Methodiſt's Meeting, and 
cannot be learned at Church ? 

To know our Duty is eaſy ; to perform it is 
the Difficulty; and that is not removed by 
hearing much, but by much Reflection, and 
the other proper Uſes of Retirement. 

Do not think there is any Particular, which 
can keep You the very good Man, that I firmly 
believe You to be, or which can contribute 
to your Improvement in Virtue, from an Atten- 
tion to which I would diſſuade You —— O my 
I am fully convinced, that there is nothing 
which the leaſt deſerves our Notice in t4/s Word, 
in Compariſon of the Attainment of thoſe 
Graces, which qualify us for a better. real- 
ly know not well what Expreſſion I can uſe, 
ſtrong enough to expreſs the Fervency of my 
Wiſhes, that every Perſon diftinguiſhed by his 
Rank, or Learning, or Fortune, would be 
more /o by his Care to conform himſelf to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and to promote a due Re- 
gard to them among all with whom he con- 
verſes It is my firmeſt Perſuaſion, that Hap- 
pineſs can only be derived to us from the Pu- 
rity we cultivate, and the Good we ſeek to db. — 
To ſuggeſt that You ſhould ſlacken your En- 
fdeayour herein, I hope, I ſhall always think 

ee en * highly 
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highly criminal.— I would only recommend it 
to You to conſider—how ſuch an Endeavour 
ſhould proceed, how it may be likelieſt to find 
the deſired Succeſs.—I would not divert You 
from it, but direct You in it; intreating You to 
purſue that Way to Happineſs, in which You 
may, without any Hazard, obtain it, and to 
woid a Path, certainly dangerous, as it has to 
ſome, if not to many, been ruinous. 


LETTERS 


( 14 ) 


= — HCY Y 
ED | ec 12 h 
„ : 
FROM - 

| S 8 

— to the D------- of -------- f 
(ZN 0 

In Vindication of her Conduct, on being cha- 
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I Should be very ſorry that either the Town or Wl h: 

your Grace had any juſt Occaſion to cenſure Will 
me.—It certainly muſt be pleaſant to think that WW 
we ſtand fair in the Opinion of our Acquain- Wi h 
tance, but it is a Pleaſure that we may pay too Wi to 
dear for, and that, I believe, we are leaſt like- WM in 
ly to obtain, when we the moſt earneſtly ſeck Neu 
it.—Thro' evil Report and good Report, is what Will th 
He (ſaid of himſelf, who was moſt careful to . 
give no Offence—to avoid even the Appearance Wl are 
of Evil. What have I then to expect, who am BW ra 
conſcious of ſo many Failings, of having paſſed Wi faij 
fo great a Part of my Life in all the faſhionable Bil oec 
Follies of my Sex, of the little Improvement! 
have made of that Underſtanding, which ſhould 
alike be my Check in wrong Purſuits, and my 
Guide when I would act well and/wiſely.— 
To ſpeak the Truth, I am of Opinion that they 
who have thought it worth their while to make 
me the Subject of their Converſation, ſpoke belt 


of me when I leaſt deſerved it ; and were as fa- 
vourable 
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vourable to that Conduct which I now wiſh I 
had avoided, as they are ſevere upon that, in 
which I ſhould be glad to perfift. | 

Dear Madam, let us lay aſide, for a Mo- 
ment, the Diſtinctions of Title, Rank, and 
Fortune; Diſtinctions, which exempt us not 
from any of the Weakneſs, the Ignorance, the 
Guilt of the meaneſt, the moſt, vicious, and 
worthleſs of our Kind: Diſtinctions on 
which, alas! how little ſhould we value our- 
ſelves, when ſo many P have ſhared them 
with us. Let us fr a Moment forget what 
our Anceſtors were made by their Prince; and 
attend to what God made us, to the Nature he 
has given us, to the Place among his Creatures 
which he has appointed us. Can we then ſu 
we that when we are out of our Beds, we 
have nothing to do but to put on our Clothes, 
to eat our Victuals, ſee our Acquaintance, and 
amuſe ourſelves, as it ſuits our Fancy, or pleaſes 
or Company? Would a Life thus paſted be 
the Life of a reaſonable Creature ? — At the 
Head of your Species, as You. think yourſelf, 
ne You privileged to level yourſelf with the 17 
rational Part of the Creation, to have no Pur- 
"7 different from thoſe in which I is enga- 
ped! 
The firſt Perſon ennobled in your Family is, 
u his Patent, faid to have been fo, upon Ac- 
count of his eminent Endowments, and the 
*rvice he had done his Country by them. I 
m ſatisfied he had thoſe Endowments, and 
made that right Uſe of them ; but had they 
been only in his Patent, yet their being aſſigned 
82 Reaſon for the Honour conferred, may 
| juſtly 
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juſtly be regarded as ſhewing it to be an agree 
Point, that they, who are above others in ther 
Rank, ought to be ſo in their Worth. And. 
ſurely, the Poſterity of One thus honoured, 
muſt very abſurdly value themſelves on the Ti. 
tle they have from Him, if, with reſpect u 
any real Merit, they might have been the Off. 
ſpring of the loweſt of the People. ——4 
much a Bigot as your Grace ſeems now to think 
me, that which you are inclined to call my Bi. 
gotry, has its Foundation in theſe Maxime 
That the Life of a Creature, endued with Ren- 
fon, ſhould be different from that of one, who 
has only Senſe for its Guide—That the Advan- 
tages which ſome of us have, above others of 
their Kind, ſhould be ſo employed, as my 
beſt expreſsour Thankfulneſs to their Giver, and 
moſt promote the common Good, ——My Con- 
duct, you will ſay, hath not been always fuit 
able to theſe Maxims : I grant it: I am forry, 
heartily ſorry, for it : and I ſhould be glad to 
ſhew that I am thus concerned for what has 
been amiſs in me, by my Care to amend it: 
if this be to turn Zealot, Enthuſiaſt, Methodiſt, 
or whatſoever other hard Name you will be 
pleaſed to give me for my preſent Sentiments, 
I will own my Title to it: but in whatſoever 
elſe your Grace may truly think me change, 
you will do me great Injuſtice if you do nl 
think me unalterably, 
MAD AM, 
Yours, &c. 


To fill up my Paper do not remember tha 


| you ever mentioned your reading of yr 
etters + 


— W.- 


— — —— — — — — — 
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Letters: I have now gone through them, and 
am ſurpriſed at the lively things ſaid by him at 
ninety and upwards : Above a third Part of 
them he wrote when turned of ninety. I will 
take Notice of a few Particulars in them which 
relate to ſome of our own Sex. He ſpeaks of 
bis Wife, Buy Rabutin's Daughter, as having 
made an Epitaph for her Father, in which ſhe 
had forgotten nothing but Truth. He ſays 
of Decier and Deſbaulieres, that they were Wo- 
men, who, whatever Praiſe they gained by 
their Writings, made a poor Figure in Conver- 
ſation, He highly commends Madam ge 


Sevigne's Conduct when left a Widow at 22. 


He fays of her Letters that when you have read 
one of them, you regret you have one leſs to 
read ; but in another Place, he laments the time 
bent in going over them, as it was not their 
Matter, but their Style, which recommended 
them. He has a great deal on Madam Lam- 
tert, who, having led an orderly Life till three- 
ſcore, then commenced Fool and Philoſqpher, 
would then receive no Viſits but from Men of 
Learning, would have her Table filled twice a 
Week by Members of the Academy, would 
have them read Diſſertations to her, of which 
ſhe underſtood not a Word, and would be a 
Writer of Advice, with the Materials they ſup- 
plied for it. A Note mentions one Thing 
Imartly enough ſaid by her. When one of 


ber Wits came to read to her a Tragedy he 


tad compoſed, which opened with a Princeſs 
entering and thus expreſſing herſelf --- © Hi- 
* ther, from Arabia, I am come.” Madam Lam- 
bert interrupted the Poet, and cried out, © I 
| © Mx; 
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am ſure your Highneſs then muſt be much 
tired; wont you be pleaſed to fit down,” 
This Jeſt made the Poet alter his Verſe. In 
the fame Note it is repreſented as probable that 
the celebrated Compliment of Fontenelle paſſed 
at one of Madam Lambert's Aſſemblies. He 
entered the Room when the Company were 
entertaining themſelves with making Compa- 
rifons. --- Ha! M. Fontenelle, ſays a Lady to 
him, you are juſt come when they are compa- 
ring me to a Pendulum ; do you find any Dif- 
ference ? Yes, Madam, a Pendulum makes us 
remember Hours, you make us forget them.--- 
=-----It may not be unentertaining to you to add, 
that he takes Notice of the ancient Dukes of 
Bretagne having this Inſcription on their Scut- 
cheons, „ Before Abraham was I am”---Of an 
Italian Manner of begging, Do well for your- 
ſelf --- Of a Compliment on New-years-day, 
as a Remembrance that you have one Day leh 
to live. 

For the Sake of an intimate Friend of yours, 
I could wiſh him miſtaken, when he ſays, that 
in a great Station, nothing 1s ſo great, as the 
Danger inſeparable from it. 


LETTER U. 


MAD AM, 
M Wlaſt, as your Grace juſtly obſerves, ta- 
ther told you what are my moral Senti- 
ments than what are my religious ones. --- Of 
theſe, tho' leſs in Fathion, for there is as much 
Faſhion in the Opinions we profeſs, as in the 


Clothes we wear, I really am by no Means a. 
LS; ſhamed. 
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ſhamed.---They are not, like my Name, mine, 
becauſe they were my Parents. I adopt them, 
as they ſeem to me to have Reaſon on their Side; 
and they are of ſo important a Nature, that I 
ſhould have as little Senſe as Sincerity, if I were 
to diſſemble them. 

I can be no where without Proof of the Being 
of a God, becauſe, wherever I am, I have ſo 
full a Proof of it in my own Frame, in the Pow- 
er and Wiſdom, which, from its Conſtruction, 
am led to aſcribe to its Author. --- This plain 
Evidence of a God I cannot think afforded 
me for any other Purpoſe, than that my Be- 
haviour ſhould be ſuch, as is agreeable to the 
Conviction, that I am under the Controul of a 
moſt wife and powerful Being. The Part I 
have to act, with Reſpect to him, I call Re- 
ion; and what that Part is, I might perhaps 
perceive by the due Uſe of my Faculties, were 
they unimpaired, were there not in me thoſe 
wrong Tendencies, which I have, in common 
with the reſt of my Kind, 'too ſad Reaſon to la- 
ment. But whatever might be done, as 
to this, by any of us in a leſs diſordered State of 
our Affections, I find it is on all Hands agreed, 
that when Chriſi came into the World, Miſ- 
conceptions of God prevailed throughout it.--- 
The Religion of all Nations contributed Hen 
father to increaſe the Depravity of their Man- 
ners, than to correct it: And if the heathen 
Worſhip led directly to Vice, the Jeu had fo 
perverſely explained their Law, or blended it 
with ſo much Superſtition, that it was made to 
countenance ſome Practices which were far from 
being right ones, and to ſuggeſt the Means of 
D 2 having 
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of the Truth of any Religion, than what is at- 
forded by the Form of Worſhip preſcribed in 
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having a quiet Conſcience under others of the 
very worlt Kind. The divine Teacher came 
not, therefore, before he was wanted, before it 
was evident how little was to be expected from 
human Wiſdom towards reforming ſuch wide- 
ſpread Miſtakes. Conſider, good Madam, 
what the World has gained by this divine 
Teacher, and then determine whether I mil- 
name him, whether I need be out of Counte- 
nance at profeſſing my ſtrongeſt Attachment to 
him. What 1s God now thought of where- 
ver Chriſtianity is profeſſed ; but as the one 
Creator and Governour of the World, as a 
Spirit every where preſent, able to effect what- 
ever he purpoſes, and ordering all Things ac- 
cording to what is beſt, knowing our very 
Thoughts, aſſiſting our Endeavours after Vir- 
tue, watching over the virtuous in this World, 
and making them eternally happy in another, 
moſt averſe from Sin, and ſure to puniſh the 
impenitent Offender ? --- What a Call hath 
Man now to that Purity which isequally benencial 
to his Body and his Mind ; and to that Charity, 
the Source of ſo much Self-enjoyment, as well 
as ſo much public Good ? --- Were but the ſhort 
Prayer, which Chrift hath taught us, con/idered, 
half as often as it is /ed, its Influence upon our 
Practice would be a ſufficient Proof, if there 
were no other, of what Service his Inſtructions 
might be to us, to what excellent Purpoſes he 
has been our Inſtrucor ? 

I do not think we have a more certain Mark 


it,---We cannot expect that in the popiſh Wri- 
| 1 ters 
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ters any Thing ſhould be alledged on this Head 
in Fayour of Chriſtianity, as the Worſhip paid 
by the Papiſts is ſo little countenanced by the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, or rather is fo quite unſuit- 
able to it. --- But a Member of the Church of 
England may very properly infiſt on the Strength 
that the Cauſe of Chriſt derives from the Rule 
he has laid down for our Devotions, and may 
conſider it as no weak Argument of his comin 


5 from God, that the Form of Prayer he has 


e given us is ſo free from all Taint of Superſtition 
e nd Enthuſiaſm, hath in it fo much Simplicity, 
a les ſo level to the meaneſt Capacities, ſuits ſo 
t- well all Orders and Degrees of Men, is fo hap- 
% ply adapted to our common Wants, conveys 


rv uch noble Apprehenfions of God, inculcates 
:- Which juſt Sentiments of our Dependence upon 
d, im, and furniſhes fo awakening a Call to mu- 
er, WF tial good Will, permitting us to hope for Mer- 
he J from God only fo far as we ſhew it to one 
th another. 

ial To what J have ſaid in Defence of my Chriſ- 
ty, tan Profeſſion, I will here only add, that, as 
ell ve are certainly made for ſome End, I have 
ſever read or heard of any aſſigned, which 
vas more likely to be the true one, than that 
Flich is aſſigned in the Scriptures; where I am 
lupht to regard myſelf as ſent into the World 
b conſult the general Welfare, ſo to act as may 
contribute moſt to perfect myſelf, and may 
noſt benefit my Fellow-creatures : --- I can 


ark either look into my own Nature, nor attend 
af- © the Aſſiſtance I want from thoſe of the ſame 
in Vaure with me; but I become ſtrengthen- 
'ri- Nn the Perſuaſion that theſe muſt be the Pur- 


poſes 
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poſes for which I have Life given me, for which 
I am appointed to my preſent State. And 


if an high Regard be due to the Scriptures, for 


giving us ſuch juſt Notions of the End of our 
Creation ; How ſhould our Regard to them he 
increaſed, when they are conſidered as fo poy- 
erfully enforcing this End, furniſhing ſuch plain 
Directions towards our, fulfilling it, ſetting be- 
fore us ſuch an illuſtrious Example of Confor- 
mity to it, and exciting us to be, above all 
Things, - mindful of it, by ſhewing us how 


much we have to hope, even beyond the Graye, 


if it is duly conſulted by us, and how much we 
have to fear, if it has been overlooked, and our 
Life has not been a reaſonable and uſeful one. 
I can make no Apologies, when I have ſcarce 
Room enough for, 


Madam, 
Your &c. 


LETTER III. 


MAD AM, 
1 Wiſh your Grace found any Thing in my lat, 

that could prevent your complaining of it, as 
having but little Relation to what you charged 
me with. Struck with the Importance of 
the Subject, on which J had inſenſibly entered, 
I really knew not how to drop it ; and it has 
been, ever ſince my writing to you, ſo much in 
my Thoughts, that I muſt beg your Leave to 
give you a few more Lines upon it, before I pro- 
ceed to your Accuſation of me. 

Were you to hear the Character of a Perſon 
who lives according to the Rules of the Goſps 


were 
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were you to be told of Lord that he ex- 
preſſes the utmoſt Reverence of the Deity, and 
by his own conſtant Attendance upon, and be- 
coming Deportment at, the public Worſhip, 
endeavours to promote the ſame Reverence 
among his Neighbours, and to preſerve the 
Fear of God among thoſe, who might be un- 
reſtrained by any other. --- That he is a Man of 
fri Truth, exact Juſtice, great Candour, 
obliging to all, never tranſported by Paſſion, 
werſe from Revenge, and even from Reſent- 
ment, free from all Appearance of Pride and 
Vanity. --- That if he muſt be ſometimes among 
ur thoſe who are leſs ſober, none have been ever 
ne. nde fo by his Example --- That he on no Oc- 
rce Wl fon pleaſes his Appetife at the Hazard of his 
Health. --- That as in his ſingle State he did not 
wuntenance any of thoſe Liberties to which 
Numbers owe their Ruin; fo, fince his Mar- 
mage, he has not given the leaſt Suſpicion of 
is falling in that Fidelity to his Wife, which 
de expects from her. --- That he avoids alike 
he Extremes of Penury and Profuſeneſs.---That 


lat, l his Family know him to be at their Head by 
„ az] rthing fo much as by his Care of them 
rged That as his Pleaſures are manly, fo are they in 
e of Won, and never obſtruct or retard the Good 


le can do. --- That his chief Employment is, 


t has prevent Injuries or redreſs them, to compoſe 
. . . » 

ch in Alerences, to encourage the induſtrious, re- 

ve tommend the worthy, caution the unwary, in- 


bm the ignorant, relieve the indigent, and 
ale Diſtreſs, in whatever Way it is felt. --- 
at as no Perſon can be more reſolute in De- 


Rice of a good Cauſe, ſo is he neither to be 


awed 
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awed nor bribed to favour a bad one: You cer- 
tainly could not but be highly pleaſed with him, 
of whom this was the juſt Character; you 
could not heſitate at pronouncing it a very a- 
miable one; and yet this is, in Reality, the 
Character of a Chriſtian in ſuch a Station ; thi 
is the true Character of every Man of Fortune, 
who guides himſelf by the Rules of the Goſpel, 
—— And if the proper Light, in which I am 
to conſider CHiſts Doctrine, is, that of its being 
a Rule of Life; when the Perſon, who thus 
lives according to it, muſt be owned the wor- 
thieſt of Mankind, I cannot have a fuller Proof 
of the Excellency of this Rule, and therefore 


_ — —— — — — — nm _ — 


n 
of his Divine Miſſion from whom it was re-. 
ceived. [ 

I am ſenſible what Objections may be made to Wi 1 
this Manner of reaſoning ; but I think they mult WW ; 
appear of little Weight to all, who would attend þ 
to the Injuſtice there is in conſidering any Thing n 
as of leſs Value, becauſe its proper Application WW by 
is neglected, and a Failure of its due Uſe hin- fi 
ders its natural Effects. What great Ad-W oj 
vantages are derived from a right Education? 
Yet Nero is a Monſter, though Seneca was he pi 
Preceptor. And on whom doth the beſt Edu-WW he 
cation produce all thoſe good Effects, which wi 
might be expected from it?---None of us perhaps $h 
are Strangers to numerous Inſtances where the fo 
Son has been a Profligate, notwithſtanding the a.. 
utmoſt Care of his wiſeſt Parents. _—— What on 
an Addition to the Enjoyment of Life are A fee 


and Sciences fitted to afford ? yet how much 
happier has been the Condition of many People, 
entire Strangers to them, than that in which 


We 


an | 2 


:- WH ye are, notwithſtanding all our Care to cultivate 
n, wem? ------ Is the Efficacy of a Preſcription of 
u Mads to be judged of from its not relieving 
bo, when you are determined to adjuſt it to 
he our own Palate ? ------ Would you allow me 
Us to argue juſtly againſt the Benefit a State re- 
le, ceives from Diſtinctions of Rank in it, becauſe 
el. there is ſo much Abuſe in them, and the Tem- 


an ple of Virtue 1s ſo very rarely found to be, what 
ns WW it always ought to be, the Paſſage to that of 
11s Honour Were I to mention the ſeveral 
or- Advantages we have from our Reaſon, could 
oof Wi they be ſtyled imaginary ones, becauſe the hu- 
ore man Creature isnot to be found who enjoys them 
rc- WY all? ------ As here I might truly fay, in the 
Degree we follow Reaſon, we have theſe Ad- 
rantages ; he, who throughout conſults it, has 
ll of them; he, who pays a leſs Regard to it, 
las fewer of them: Nor can he, who miſcar- 
nes from not being guided by it, lay any Blame 
but upon his own Perverſeneſs : So may I, with 
full as much Truth, fay of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, according to its Influence upon any 
Perſon, He will anſwer the Character I have 
ven, --- Little Attention to its Precepts will 
be attended with little of ſuch Worth: He, 
with whom they weigh more, will have a larger 
Mare of it. Shew me the Man entirely con- 
forming to them, His is the very Character 
drawn by me; and not our Religion, but we 
ourſelves are to be cenſured, becauſe the Per- 
ſection is not attained to which it ſeeks to lead 
ls, Where Religion has furniſhed ſufficient 
Information, right Directions, and proper Mo- 
tives 
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tives to follow them, it has done its Part: Ii; 
Buſineſs is to guide us, not to force us; to 
perſuade us to make a right Choice, but not ſo 
to act upon us, as to allow us no Choice at all, 
gn Whatever the Beligf of others may be, 


I freely acknowledge it my own, that the great 
Defign of Chriſtianity is to make us happy, by 
making us virtuous ; that there is not a nece{- 
fary Article of Chriſtian Faith but what con- 
duces to a right Practice; that a Chriſtian can 
never deliberately offend while he judyes truly 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt. Here, Madam, is 
my Methodiſm: This is the Methodiſm, which, 
I hope, I ſhall never be either afraid or aſhamed 
to own. — But that you may not ſuppoſe 
me evading an Anſwer to your Charge, and un- 
willing to give it that dire& one which you are 
deſirous it ſhould receive: To ſatisfy you fully 
herein ſhall be my Endeavour, the next Time 
you hear from, | 


Madam, 
' Your &c. 


ER T TBA IV. 


MAD AM, 
. HE firſt Account I had of any ſuch Per- 
ſons as Methodiſts, was to this Purpole.--- 
—— That in the Univerfity of Oxford, ſeveral 
young Men frequently met at each other's Cham- 
bers. To diſcourſe on uſeful Subjects Io 


confirm themſelves in that Sobriety and Serjoul- 
neſs which they thought becoming every one, 
who was not, in Profeſſion alone, a Chriſtin. 


„ -; 
Jo conſider in what Ways they might do 
the moſt Good --- To encourage one another 
in a ſtrict Obſervance of their Duty, whatever 
Diſcountenance they might meet with in it, 
and whatever Inconveniencies it might bring 
on them. —— They were repreſented to me as 
riiting the impriſoned, attending the fick, re- 
lering the indigent, and taking all thoſe Me- 
thods which were proper for their Station to 
awaken the careleſs, and to reclaim the vicious. 
— I was further informed that they ſhewed a 


juſt Senſe of the Diſadvantages they were under 


from their Youth and Inexperience, and that 
they were not only willing to be adviſed, but 
conducted their Schemes of Reformation by 
Advice that they might juſtly rely upon, from 
the Years, the Prudence, and the Piety of 
ich as gave it them. —.— When there ap- 
pears ſo little Seriouſneſs and Sincerity, where 
we might expect the greateff; who could have 
any, and not be pleaſed with Perſons thus ear- 
neſt in the Purſuit of Virtue, at an Age which 
others think an Excuſe for their Vices ? --- 
Creatly pleaſed with them I certainly was, and 
moſt ready to encourage them, as far as one of 
o little Conſequence could do. --- I converſed 
wth them with the Satisfaction we ought to 
ind in their Company, of whoſe Uprightneſs 
we have not the leaſt Suſpicion, who are aſſi- 
duous in doing the beſt Offices, and who will 
not ſacrifice Truth to Complaiſance., — When 
bme of them were appointed, as the Law di- 
ects, to be public Teachers, though I could 
not indeed allow myſelf to be their Hearer 
icreyer they preached in my Neighbourhood, 

2 as 
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as I thought it leſs orderly to abſent myſelf, on 
ſuch an Account, from my Pariſb-Church; yet 
I was glad when they preached in it, and heard 
them with an Attention which it is natural to 
pay, where we believe that the Speaker gives 
you his real Sentiments on a Point of the high- 
eſt Importance, that he has duly conſidered 
what he recommends, that he is capable of 
rightly informing us, and that the Rules he lays 
down for our Practice, are the very ſame b 
which he guides his aw". When the Paine 


they took to reform the Jower Sort of People, 


whom I have heard branded as the molt profi. 
gate in Europe, and the Succeſs herein which 
their Endeavours met with, were mentioned to 
me, I could not but ſay, with ſome Warmth, 
Go on and profper” : And what Intelligence 
J received on this Head, I took all proper Oc- 
caſions to relate; as it ſeemed fitteſt for one of 
my Sex to ſhew her Diſlike of the Bad, by bear- 
ing her Teſtimony in Favour of the Good ; and 


as the juſt Praiſe of ſuch Zeal for the Intereſt if 


Religion might induce thoſe, who have a like 
Call to exert themſelves in promoting it, to re- 
flect upon, and depart from, their fad Indiffer- 
ence to it. But if the Youths were much 
my Favourites, who preſerved their Virtue 
where they had ſo many Temptations to offend, 
who ayowed their Seriouſneſs where the Ap- 
pearance of any had ſo few to countenance it, 
who were willing to be their Inſtructors, that 
could find no other, who were glad to remove 
Diſtreſs from every one that lamented it, who 
were diſpoſed to do all the Good in their Power; 
I aſſure you that my Regard to theſe Perſons 


was much altered, when, in their Mer 
| oun 
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found them unwilling to be ſettled in any Cure; 
trampling on that Decency and Order, which, 
according to the Apoſtle, ſhould be in all Things 
conſulted ; ſetting up their Meeting-houſes, 


even where they had not the leaſt Pretence of 


the Miniſter's abſenting himſelf from his Pariſh, 
or peglecting his Duty in it: And, what gave 
me, in Truth, the greateſt Diſlike to them, 
expreſſing themſelves in the following Terms. 

Thouſands have been miſerably deceived by that 
Buok, the Whole Duty {Frags 

It cannot be expreſſed, how many carnal Hearts 
were diſturbed by my Teſtimony againſt Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon ; but before I have done, 1 do not deſpair 
of ſeems People bring bis Works, as they once 
brought the Books of curious Arts, and burn them 
before all Men. 

The Land mourns for the moralizing Iniquity 
of the Prieſts. 

I never opened my Mouth fo freely againſt the 
letter-learned Clergymen of the Church of England. 

One who conſtantly attended on the Means of 
Grace, was exact in his Morals, gave much in 
Alms, was frequent in private Duties, yet, till 
about fix Weeks ago, was as deſtitute of any ſaving 
Knowledge of Chriſt, as thoſe on whom his Name 
was never called. ; 

O my Brethren, have Compaſſion on our dear 
Lord's Church, 

Suffer none of them to be as Sheep having no 
Shepherd, or worſe than none, thoſe blind Leaders 
of the blind, who are no better than Wolves in 
Heeps-cloat hing. | 
A Concert (ic) a deviliſh Diverſion, as hateful 
n God's Sight, and as effectually ſupporting Sa- 
fan's Kingdom, as any of the heathen _— 

en 
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When I ſaid, Farewell, Thouſands burſt intg 

ftrong Cryings and Tears. 
I believe few, if any, were able to refift thy 
Power with which God enabled me to ſpeak. 
I heard of one who received the Holy Ghoſt in- 
mediately on my Preaching. 
Before I had done, the Power of the Lord came 
upon the Congregation, like a mighty ruſhing 
Wind, carrying all before it. | 
T felt an eſpecial Preſence of God in my private 
Buſineſs. | 
In the Morning I talked with the Lord in the 
Garden, as a Man with his Friend. 
It was revealed to me, that nothing grieved 
Satan ſo much as the private Societies. 

Our dear Maſter being invited, came and ſat at the 
Head of the Table, and bid me give his People to eat, 

I find myſelf} much refreſhed in Spirit, and a 
new Supply of Strength given me. 

T hus ſhall it be done to the Man whom God de- 
lighteth to honour. 


DS TOES: VF. 


MAD AM, 
Think I ſaid enough in my laſt to convince 
your Grace with how little Juſtice _ ſo po- 
fitively pronounced me a Methodiſt ; but I can- 
not be ſatisfied with this Vindication of myſelf 
from your Charge : — You muſt give me Leave 
to make ſo free with your Reaſons for it, as to 
ſhew you the Weakneſs of every one of them. 
I may. thus diſpoſe you, not only to judge 
more favourably of me, but, in general, to 
forbear Cenſure, until you are certain that it 1s 
deſerved. — A Caution very proper in every Sta- 


tion, 
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tion, and eſpecially ſo in your Grace's, 
You could, it ſeems, have no Doubt of my being 
among the Methodiſts, for the following Reaſons. 
Some of their Teachers had been ſeen at my 
Houſe. 
Much had been ſaid by me in their Favour. 
was often with Lady | 
I now would not uſe the Freedom to which 
you had long admitted me, and whenever I was 
at your Door on a Sunday, declined coming in, 
if T heard that you were at Cards. 
| ſeldom failed in being at Church on the or- 
linary Days of the Week. | | | 
My Servants were now ordered never to deny 
me. 
As to the Methodiſt Preachers viſiting me, 
[can aſſure you, that fince „ur Sers had their 
kparate Congregations, I have been ſeldom cal- 
kd upon by any of them, and when I was, my 
'- Wh Vifitant had but little Encouragement to come 
o me a ſecond Time, —— When they were 
much commended by me, they had not the Title 
of Methodiſt-teachers, they preached in our 
Churches, and had not begun their Schiſm ; 
ce but whatever my Diſlike may be of this Step, or 
e any other that they have taken, I ſhall al- 
-in commend them for what they have done 
elf Wh fr the Colliers, both in the North and Weſt 
vc A England, and for extending their Care to our 
American Settlements. When J cenſure what 
pears to me wrong in them, I cannot, with 
Juſtice, be filent as to what I think they right- 
FaQ. — I cannot deny their Zeal Praiſe, where 
certainly well deſerves Imitation. I am 
ch with Lady ; Town it; and * * 
that 
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that by being often in her Company, I could 
make any Advances towards her Worth. We 
differ, indeed, in our Opinions of Mr. 
and Mr. „but there are ſo many Things 
on which we are agreed, that there is no Need 
our Converſation ſhould turn on any, either 


Thingsor Perſons differently judged of by us. — | 


She will never perſuade me, that a new Birth 
means any Thing but a new Life, an entire 
Reformation : That our comfortable Feelings 
are the proper Teſt of our being in God's Fa- 
vour: That any Sermon, which contributes to 
make us more virtuous, doth not contribute to 
make us better Chriſtians : That he doth not 
preach Chriſt, who teaches me to obey him, by 
living - ſoberly, 'righteouſly and godly : That! 


cannot learn the Way to Heaven ſo well in our | 


Pariſh-Churches, as in a Methodiſt Meeting- 
houſe : That a truly Chriſtian Spirit can be 
promoted among us by increaſing our Diviſions; 
and that our Diviſions are not increaſed, when 
the People, throughout the Kingdom, are 
taught to conſider the Miniſters legal'y appoint- 
ed them, as leſs qualified to inſtruct them. — 
Neither am I ever likely to perſuade her, that 
ſhe can be as much edified by him who enters 
into all the public Diverſions, as by him who 
never takes any Pleaſure but what ſuits his Pro- 


feſſion: That where the Harveſt is great, and 


the Labourers few, ſhe ſhould not encourage 
thoſe who will labour : That ſhe ſhould not 
avoid their Company, who would be pleaſed 
with no Converſation which one would wiſh to 
recolle& : That it is not a right Part in her to 
perſiſt in that Strictneſs, by which, if others 


ale 
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gre offended, ſhe is ſecured. Whatever her 
perſuaſion may be on ſome ſuch Points as theſe, 
» he is, certainly, an excellent Perſon. Her Pro- 

4 fefſion and Practice are conſiſtent; ſhe lays a 

N Streſs on no Duty, in order to relax on ſome 
1 other, ſhe means well throughout, ſhe deſires 
h to avoid whatever is blameable, nor are there 
e Wh iy whoſe Good ſhe doth not wiſh, and woul 
notgladly promote. ; r 
* The next Proof of your Charge is, that, not- 
to Vichſtanding the conſtant Acceſs you are pleaſed 
to to allow me, and for which I have a juſt Senſe 
of Wh of my Obligations to you, I now only leave my 
by Compliments on Sundays, if I am told you are 
1 ben at Cards. I have, I own, often come 
ur n to you when I knew you to be thus engaged, 
g- adſtayed for ſome Time with you; but dome 
he the.Juſtice to recollect, that whenever Playing 
's; Cards on the Lord's-day has been the Sub- 


en ect of our Dutcourſe, as you know it has often 
are been, I have bore my Teſtimony againſt it, 
1t- that I have ſometimes almoſt put you out of 


* Humour with the Freedom I took in cenſuring 
hat t. —— To be preſent at ſuch Play I have ſome 
ers Time paſt regarded as countenancing it, and as 
ho pwing thoſe Perſons Reaſon to think that I ap- 
o "dy it, who were with you, and had never 
nd beard my Sentiments of it. — Not to ſay, that 
age ur Neighbours might well ſuppoſe me a Par- 
not ym your Play, when they ſaw me go into 
{ed your. Houſe, and knew full well how the reſt 
% © your Company were employed there. 
to You do not confider me as a Methodiſt, becauſe 
cs i * dilike Cards on Sundays; and I am ſure if 
are bbs is no Proof of 1 being one, you ſhould 


never 
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never think it a Proof thereof, that I decline 
ſeeing what I diſlike, that I decline ſo far ap- 
roving its Practice, as to be an eaſy and cheer- 
-tul Spectator of it. You might, with the 
ſtricteſt Truth, ſay, I was not conſiſtent in 
forbearing a Diverſion which I could, with- 
** out any Expreſſion of Concern, behold others 
** take; but ſurely when my Friend will not be 
* difluaded by me from doing what I think 
„ wrong, the moſt proper Part I can act, is to 
* 'abſent myſelf while ſhe is doing it.” —[ 
here thought of laying before your Grace th 
Miſchief that may juſtly be feared from making 
a Day of Gaming, that Day waich is ſet apart, 
by our Religion and Laws, for ſuch Acts as will 
moſt contribute to preſerve among us the Senſe 
we ought to have of our Duty; but as I am ſo 
near the End of my Paper, I will only add, that 
I aw, | | 
Madam, 
985 Vour &c. 


LETTER. VI. 


MA DAM, 
4X7 ITH what I ſhould have concluded my 
laſt Letter to your Grace, had there been 
Room for it, I begin this, with a Repreſenta- 
tion of ſome Part of the Hurt that may jultly 
be feared, when the Love of Play is gratified 
even at thoſe Seaſons, which, both by our Re- 
ligion and Laws, are ſet apart to keep up among 
a Remembrance of our Duty. A great Hin- 
drance muſt, certainly, hence ariſe to your o 


nioral Improvement. — You play either : 
* a yo 
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your Amuſement, or from a Deſire of Gain. — 
Meer Amuſement ſhould have its proper Seaſon, 
ſhould have but a ſmall Part of our Time, and 
ſhould have no Part of that Time, which, con- 
fiſtently with your Health, can be better em- 
ployed, and upon the weightieſt Conſiderations 
ought to be ſo. — And when meer Amuſement 
may fitly be conſulted, would not one chuſe 
that Way of 2muiing ourſelves, which has the 
feweſt Inconveniencies, which is leaſt excep- 
tonable, which moſt promotes Cheerfulneſs, 
which will be of greateſt Service to our Health, 
which will not indiſpoſe us for uſeful Engage- 
ments, which beſt ſuits a reaſonable Nature, and 
from which, if our Example were to be followed, 
no Prejudice to any is likely to enſue ? — When 


your Play is from a Deſire of Gain, for how 


many Hours will you fit at it? What Uneaſi- 
neſs will it occaſionally give you? How much 
muſt your Paſſions be raiſed by it? — With Reſ- 
peſt, therefore, to Play, as a meer Amuſement, 
the Cautions that ſhould attend it on any Day 
of the Week, ſufficiently ſhew how improper it 
muſt be on rise And to our Playing on this 
Day, wholly from a Deſire of Gain, no parti- 
ular Objeftions need to be made, when there 
aelo many to our doing it at all. Admit- 
ting the Diſcretion, the happy Diſpoſitions of 
your Grace, to be ſuch, that Play will be al- 
Ways a ſafe Amuſement for you, yet when you 
hae fix Days in the Week for it, ſhould you 
not, in bse to the Religion and Laws of 
jour Country, forbear it on a ſeventh ? — Doth 


ot common Decorum require you ſhould do 


b? — How much do you thereby contribute to 
. © F 2 diveſt 


. 
diveſt of all good Principles, the very Perſons on 
whom it moſt intereſts you to impreſs them ?_ 
What extenſive Miſchief, indeed, may your 
Example occaſion ? The Sunday Players of any 
Rank are. well known to all of it; and the En- 
couragement of the few among them who are 
thought to have Senſe or Prudence, induces the 
reſt to throw off eyery Reſtraint on their Folly, 
and to be ſo intent on a Diverſion that is at- 


tended with Conſequences frequently ruinous to 


their Fortunes, and ſometimes, as you well 
know, to their Lives. 

Another Reaſon for your believing me to be a 
Methodiſt, is, that I now go to the Prayers in my 
Pariſh-church, on the ordinary Days of the 
Week. — I am not enough acquainted with 
the Principles of the Methodiſts, to be certain 
that this Argument for my being one of them, 
is no weak Proof of the contrary ; But of this 
can aſſure, you, that the Perſon, who, of all 
my Acquaintance, was moſt attached to them, 
from the Time he became fo, left off joining in 
our-public Service when a Sermon made no Part 
of it ; and I believe you will generally find that 
the common People, who attend the Method 
Preachers, when they cannot hear them, go to 
the - Pre/byterian. - But ſhould I be wrang 
in my Opinion, that this Article, in Support o 
your Charge; on me, rather defeats than enfor- 
ces it ; I am fully ſatisfied, that I am here right 
in my Practice, that, in this Inſtance, I do my 
Duty. The public Service under the Law 
of Moſes was ee daily; and though at 
the Coming of Chriſt the Worſhip by Sacrifices 
ended, and a ſpiritual one took Place, * this 
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latter was not to be leſs frequent than the for- 
mer, — There was no Reaſon why it ſhould 
he ſo, and the Practice of the Apoſtles plainly 


hews it was not ſo. Can I, indeed, better 
employ a Leiſure Half-hour than in giving the 


moſt public Proof I am able of my Reverence 


towards my Creator, of the Senſe I have how 


wholly e aye upon him? By his Goodneſs - 


lam in fuch eaſy Circumſtances, and have fo 
much Time at Command ; and it ſeems but a 
ſuitable Return to embrace the Opportunities 
my Pariſh-church affords me of making a moſt 
flemn Acknowledgment of this Goodneſs. — 
And ought an Engagement of that Nature to be 
jut off, rather than Bu/ineſs, which may as 
gell be done, or Company, which may as con- 
miently be ſeen, on any other Hour of the 
Day ? 
— for the Worſhip of God, are 
commendable, and I have never heard thit they 
dere not thought ſo, ſurely we, who have ſo 
lttle elſe of any Moment to employ ourſelves in, 
dught to attend them, and contribute thereb 
to their Support. You will tell me, I 
know, that I may as well pray and read at 
Home, and let the more ignorant have their 
Miniſter to pray for them and read to them. 
but it is certain that I cannot ſo well pray at 
tome, becauſe my Praying there will be leſs 
ueful, My Praying at Home may contribute 
o my own Amendment, but in going to Church 
| conſult that of others as well as my own : I 
© not only preſerve in myſelf a Senſe of what 
8 right, but I promote it in my Neighbour- 
od. And if che more ignorant ought to deen 
eir 


If theſe daily Aſſemblies in a 
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their Miniſter to pray for and read their Duty 
to them, I know of no Way ſo likely to bring 
them to Attendance on their Miniſter, for theſe 
Purpoſes, as our ſetting the Example. I am 
ſure if we can find an Excuſe for our Abſence, 
they will think they can find one, full as allow. 
able for theirs. At preſent, indeed, when 
fo much is done by one Set of People to ſpread 
Vice, and by another to ſpread Enthuſiaſm, 
every Well-wither to true Chriſtianity ſhould 
be more than ordinarily ſolicitous, to counte- 
nance the Form of Worſhip eſtabliſhed among 
us; the Leſſon of which throughout is, that 
all our Hopes of future Happineſs muſt be from 
our Virtue, and that ſuch Happineſs will, thro' 
the Merits of Chriſt, be certainly obtained by 
our Virtue. Prejudices do not concern them- 
ſelves with Proofs; it elſe could not poſſibly 
want one, whether I am more reaſonably en- 
gaged, when I am reading a News-paper, or 
uſing my Needle in a Work of meer Shew, or 
chatting with an Acquaintance, than when! 
am joining my Neighbours in their cuſtomary 
Aſſembly to implore the divine Protection, and 
remind themſelves of that right Conduct, which 
alone can procure it. If you ſhould be 
diſpoſed to cenſure the Generality of thoſe who 
daily attend the public Worſhip, as letting their 
Devotion have but a ſmall Influence on their 
Manners; your Blame would only fall on our 
little Conſiſtency with ourſelves, on our Prone- 
neſs to pervert the moſt uſeful Inſtitutions. 
Alt is no more a Reaſon why we ſhould forbear 
going to Church, becauſe ſo few are thereby 


made as good as they ought to be, than it 153 
| | Reaſon 
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Reaſon why we ſhould never take Books of Mo- 
rality into our Hands, becauſe they who read 
them moſt, are very far from acting through- 
out, agreeably to what they inculcate. 
Will your Grace permit me to trouble you with 
one Letter more in my Vindication ? It is the 
aft intended you on this Subject by, 
Madam, ' 
Your Grace's &c. 


LEBT TF EN VE. 


MAD AM, 
| Have now, I think, no other Part of that 

Conduct to vindicate, which has given you 
Reaſon to conclude me to be a Methodiſt, ex- 
rept that my Servants have been, for ſome Time 
paſt, ordered never to deny my being at Home, 
when I really was at Home. —I affure your 
Grace that, before I took this Step, it had the 
fulleſt Conſideration. — I could not, indeed, but 
de ſtrongly diſpoſed to favour a cuſtomary Prac- 
tice, that made me Miſtreſs of my Time, that 
allowed me entire Privacy whenever I was diſ- 
poſed to it, that gave me the Choice of my Com- 
pany, admitted every one into my Houſe, whoſe 
Converſation I liked, and kept out of it all my - 
els agreeable Acquaintance, without affronting 
any of them. Very great Conveniencies 
theſe! Conveniencies, which I well knew how 
b value. They had all the Weight, in the 
Deliberations which affected them, that they 
wuld fairly claim. But when I had exa- 
tuned the feveral Reaſons that might ſeem to li- 
dence a Practice thus convenient for me, and 


compared 


„ 
compared them with what might be alledged 
againſt it, there ſoon remained in me no Doubt 
how I ſhould proceed. — I was very ſoon fully 
reſolved, that no Untruth on my Behalf ſhould 
ever again have the leaſt Countenance from me, 
— To put off, by my Servants telling an Untruth, 
an impertinent, or a leſs ſeaſonable Viſitant, ! 
would, if I durſt, call great Folly, becauſe it is 
teaching them to falſify, on whoſe Regard to 
Truth our good Name depends, our Peace, the 
Security of our Poſſeſſions, the Safety of our 
Perſons. Him, whom I direct to lie or 
prevaricate for my Convenience, I, certainly, 
teach to do it for his own. I fhould be unjutt 
to expect that he would not do fo : I ſhould be 
very unjuſt, if I deſired any Man to have no 
Scruples when he is to ſerve me, and to take 
them up when he is to ſerve himſelf. 

Permit me, Madam, farther to obſerve, that 
Experience renders it undeniable, how vain it 
is to think of preſcribing to ourſelves in what 
Inſtances the Fear of God ſhall be a Reſtraint 
upon us, and in what Inſtances it ſhall not be 
fuch ; and if our own firmeſt Purpoſes cannot 
fix how far our Departure from what is ſtriftly 
our Duty ſhall proceed, we can never be likely 
to confine others barely to a Tranſgreſſion of it 
which we approve, and beyond which we 
would by no Means have them paſs. —— 
Whoever is taught to make any Part of his Du- 
ty give Way td his Convenience, hath therein 
a Leſſon to violate any other Part of it. He, 
whom we enjoĩ a Diſregard of it in an Article 
of ſmall Advantage, will conſider us as allow- 
ing a greater Diſregard for a greater _— 

' — Faul 
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— Faults of any Conſequence, you will 
ay, you would no more commit than connive at. 
—— But who is very bad in an Inſtant? Our 
Guilt has a gradual Progreſs: It gains inſenſibl 
upon us: One Kind of it produces another les | 
excuſeable, and that a ſtill worſe ; till the high- 
eſt Enormities are committed. — No Perſon, | 
methinks, is in a fitter Condition to be a Thief, | 
or whatever Villain you pleaſe to name, than 
he who is trained up to be a Lyar; in whom 
al Senſe of Shame is ſo far loſt, that he deliber- | 
ately utters a known Falſhood with the ſame | 


Unconcern with which he ſpeaks the ſtricteſt 
Truth. — Might I not hence be warranted to 
all the cuſtomary Practice that I oppoſe, a 
bohſh one, and to judge it highly detrimental 
hour preſent (AU ? — What I have ſaid on 
tte Folly of it, is ſo much in Proof of its Guilt. 
And, really it is now ſurprizing to me, | 
tw I could perſuade myſelf that I might inno- ü 
tently.enjoin a Servant to tell a formal Lye on. | 
by Behalf : I was only perſuaded of this, be- BB 
auſe I never reaſoned upon it. I regarded the = 
Iactice of the Generality as the Reſult of their 

ferfuaſion, and that Perfuikon as grounded on 

guments; which I might well enough ſpare 

elf the Trouble of confidering. I purſued 

lie begten Road, and from the Number of my 

Companions in it, ſuppoſed it the right one, 

deer inquiring what 3 


vidence there was of its 
Wnt being ſo, nor eyer ſuſpecting that my Com- 
pany hat been as uninquiſitive 0 Tak this as my- 
. I ſtyle that a formal Lye, which is 
nerally treated as a civil Excuſe, ſince it ap- 
Fus to me to be as much a Lye as any we are 

| | * capable 
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capable of telling. To judge it otherwiſe be. 
cauſe it has no Miſchief in it, might ſeem, if 
this were Fact, a ſad Advance towards confound- 
ing Truth and Falſhood ; for it would by no 
Means juſtify me, if I did Miſchief by what] 
faid, to alledge that what I faid was Truth. — 
But really theſe lying Excuſes have all the miſ- 
chievous Effects, that a Falſhood can well be 
attended with. They do not, indeed, hurt 
thoſe to whom they are made, but they grie- 
vouſly hurt the Perſons into whoſe Mouths they 
are put, lay waſte, as I have obſerved, thei 


Conſciences, and teach them to make thei 


Morals ſuit their Convenience. It would 
be bad enough to uſe our Influence over any to 
ſuch Purpoſes. And how much worſe is it tobe 
their Corruptors, who are immediately under 
our Charge, whom it particularly concerns us to 
adviſe? ——— What may ſeem moſt unac- 
countable as to the Practice I am cenſuring is 
its Continuance notwithſtanding the obvious 
Inconveniencies of it, when its End might be 3s 
fully anſwered in ſome other Way liable to no 
Oßjections. How eaſy would it be to find one, 
and how eaſily might your Grace, and Half 
Dozen more of your Rank introduce it, and 
bring on a Conformity to it throughout the Na- 
tion? We are got Ourſelves, more than 
formerly, into the Style of Truth, and now uſe 
the very Term Compliments, inſtead of thoſt 
ſtrong Expreſſions of Civility, which were teil- 
ly but Compliments. I wiſh the next Step 
may ſoon be to change the Language of our Se- 
vants, and provide them with Speeches, 0) 
which while our Eaſe is promoted, heir "le 
ciþles 
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ciples may not be corrupted. All the 
Trouble of this Kind which I ſhall give your 
Grace, is now atan End, unleſs you create your- 
lf ſtill farther, by any freſh Charge upon me, 
as leſs reaſonable in my Religion: That it is 
throughout agreeable to Reaſon I am firmly 
perſuaded, and my Deſire is, on that Account, 
to act ſuitably to it. Some defigning Men 
have, as Tillotſon obſerves, experienced, that 
Talking againſt Reaſon recommends them to 
the ignorant, as Nurſes endear themſelves to 
Chilgren by Noiſe and Nonſenſe : But my Igno- 
rance has never led me to approve ſuch Guides, 
it has never led me to think that He, who has 
ziven me Eyes, would be pleaſed with me for 
wt uſing thera. —I would act ratjonally, 
ad therefore I would act conſiſtently. 
To have my Life a Round of Trifling, and to 
expe at my Death the Happineſs of a Saint, is 
aw Abſurdity into which I ſhould think none 
ould fall, but they who can believe Tranſub- 
ſantiation. If you would not cenſure 
me for being a Chriſtian, you ſhould not do it 
for endeavouring to live as becomes one. — That 
you may feel the Satisfaction of ſuch an Endea- 
vour, is the beſt Wiſh for you, whilſt upon 
Earth, which they who moſt love you can form ; 
adit is, indeed, the ſincereit With of, 
Madam, &c. 
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